INTRODUCTION
points with outstretched pipe, drew a picture of man in the universe as a frog in a well, condemned always to darkness, destined never to know what wax in the world above. I dare say it was only warmecUiver Kantianism; certainly the toddy contributed much to its impressiveness; but when the rich cadences of his voice died away it was to a solemn silence, with the two youthful philosophers thoroughly awed at their own imagininp.
Something of the same solemnity that invents that image of the frog in the well hangs alxwt certain other conceptions that acquired for us, chiefly from Moody'* eloquence, a largely representative value, " It," for example, referred to in the letters, transcend* the explanation it seems to require*, Immune it Iwth denotes something so indefinable, ant! connotes something m incommunicable. " It " is everything, taken together, that may be the object of a youthful idealist '* drvot ion i it is the sum total o! all that if beautiful am! worthy of loyalty in the world; it is what it is happinetMt to remember, wretchedness to forget. A "diastole," mentioned in the letters, is a mood in which, so to *{**ak, the spiritual circulation is good (the figure is, of course, drawn from the physiology of the heart); it is a mtxxi of vitality, of realization, of fulfilment. Such mood* we made it a point of honor, as well as a privilege, to celebrate by communication. Syntotet we may also Itavc experienced, but usually we had the courage not to talk about them. The moat curious term of all, naming a type of humanity rather than a             idea, wasight, of renewed confidence, of
